Cam River Valley Forum and swimming update 080321 

Important for Cam swimmers and other river users –  get involved, make sure swimmers are fully involved/consulted on plans, and see what views are on swimming and water quality and safety.

The Cam Valley Forum has compiled responses to their initial consultation on tentative proposals for a designated bathing water area in Cambridge (https://www.imogensriverswims.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/cvf_swimming-BWD-initial-consultation.pdf), and it was discussed at their ‘River Action Update’ meeting Wed 3 March. (I attended, and put in a response, and I am impressed at their thorough and thoughtful approach to this, and their willingness to listen to the wide range of views and to bring all sides together. The responses doc – link in bold below – is really interesting, and useful more widely than the Cam on the issues.)
You can download the (anonymised) distillation of the responses, https://www.imogensriverswims.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cam-Valley-Forum-Responses-to-Bathing-Water-Proposal-08-03-21.pdf, and also a note of the discussion last Wednesday (https://www.imogensriverswims.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CVF-River-Action-Update-03-03-21-discussion.pdf). The slides presented there have been circulated but are too large to put here as download. They say – Please feel free to circulate these documents more widely, and there are any further points that you would like to make, having seen these documents, do please get in touch.

They are now looking to form a steering group of perhaps 10 people, representing a span of recreational and environmental interests, to take forward what we might call a ‘Cam Safer Swimming Campaign’ or ‘Cam Safer Swim’. It would be for the group to decide on the ‘branding’, and next steps, but possible themes could include:

· Local improvements – encouraging the Councils to make popular bathing locations safer this summer and to tackle problems caused by overuse during lockdown

· Water recreation – gathering sound data on the use of the upper river to Byrons Pool by swimmers and all other water users throughout the year

· Water quality for swimming - supporting and funding our own investigations of water quality, including bacteriological quality

· Wastewater management - pressing Anglian Water to invest in improving wastewater treatment standards and ending combined sewer overflows

· Diffuse pollution - identifying sources of rural and urban diffuse pollution upstream of Cambridge and encouraging action to reduce these inputs

· Bathing waters on rivers - engaging Defra on the criteria for designating and managing rivers as bathing waters (e.g. checking experience in France)

· Engaging other key players - the Councils, Rivers Trust, Cam Conservators, punt operators, swimming clubs, drainage authorities, etc  
CVF say: "If you have the time to make a contribution in any of these areas and would be interested in joining our Steering Group, please get in touch with Michael Goodhart - michael.goodhart@hotmail.com - and indicate how you might be able to contribute." 
Do consider joining them, https://camvalleyforum.uk/join-us/ 
